Why should we study the Mayans? 
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	Vocabulary
	Definition

	Maya
	The collective noun for the Mayan people. 

	Mesoamerica
	The region in which the Maya lived, spanning over Mexico and parts of Southern America.

	Pyramid
	A man-made 3D structure that is built through large cuboids of rock piled upon one another to form a triangular shape. 

	Chichen Itza
	One of the best-preserved examples of a Mayan city.

	Hieroglyph
	A symbol that has a worded meaning – like our letters. 

	Maize
	Also known as corn – a major resource of food for Mayan people. Part of their religious culture too. 

	Pok-a-Tok
	The Maya’s version of football where players would use their bodies to hit the ball to each other. The losing team would often be sacrificed!

	Artefact 
	A man-made object of historical interest. Many of these were found in ancient Maya sites. 
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TIMELINE

1,100 BC

The first ‘Mayan’
setflements begin fo
appearin Mesoamerica
along the pacific coast.

800BC

Instead of foraging, maize
farming begins and frade

between vilages begins.

700BC

Mayan wiiing begins
fo develop through the
form of hieroglyphs.

100BC - 450AD
Maya constructs i first
pyramids and developing
ciies, prompting the rapid
fise of Tikal in the tropical
lowlands.

638AD

Pakal the Great (King of
Palenque) dies. His death
mask made of jode is
created,

800AD - 1,502AD

Mayan civiization begins fo
decine and vanish, The
Mayan wins ore found by o
Spanish expedition lead by
Francico Hemandez de
Cérdoba.





