Assessing Primary Music In Upperby School


Key Stage 1 Performance Descriptors

Year 1

Pupils at the expected level of attainment at the end of Year 1 will be able to:

	Performing
	Composing
	Appraising

	Use their voice to join in with songs and chants, looking at the audience when performing. They use instruments to perform, copying sounds and clapping short rhythmic patterns.
	Make different sounds with their voices and instruments. They can change the sounds they make and repeat short melodic patterns. They can make a sequence of sounds and show them using pictures.
	Say how a piece of music makes them feel and whether they like or dislike a piece of music. They can follow instructions about when to play and sing.

	Challenging:
Make loud and quiet sounds
	Challenging:
Tell the difference between long/short and high/low sounds. They also give reasons for choosing an instrument.
	Challenging:
Tell the difference between a fast and slow tempo and identify two sounds happening at the same time.



Year 2

Pupils at the expected level of attainment at the end of Year 2 will be able to:

	Performing
	Composing
	Appraising

	Sing and perform with others and follow the tune, pitching accurately. They play simple rhythmic patterns on an instrument and can sing/clap a pulse by speeding up or slowing down.
	Create music in response to a stimulus, ordering sounds to create a beginning, middle and end. They choose sounds to create an effect and use symbols to represent the sounds. They are starting to make links between sounds and musical notation. 
	Talk about their own music and how to improve it. They can listen out for particular things when listening to music.

	Challenging:
Sing/play rhythmic patterns in contrasting tempo, whilst keeping to the pulse.
	Challenging:
They know where to breathe in a song.
	Challenging:
Recognise sounds that move by steps and leaps (consecutive notes or larger intervals).










Lower Key Stage 2 Performance Descriptors

Year 3

Pupils at the expected level of attainment at the end of Year 3 will be able to:

	Performing
	Composing
	Appraising

	Sing in tune and with good expression, controlling their voice when singing. They play clear notes on instruments.
	Compose melodies and songs, creating repeated patterns with different instruments. They combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling.
	Use musical words to describe pieces of music and improve their own work. They use musical words to describe what they like and dislike and recognise the work of at least one famous composer.

	Challenging:
Create a piece of work with a partner using more than one instrument.
	Challenging:
Understand metre (beats per bar) in 2 and 3 beats, then 4 and 5 beats. They speed up or slow down to create effect.
	Challenging:
Identify repeating musical parts and where contrasts and variations have been used.




Year 4

Pupils at the expected level of attainment at the end of Year 4 will be able to:

	Performing
	Composing
	Appraising

	Sing songs from memory with accurate pitch and rhythm. They improvise using repeated patterns.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Begin to use some standard musical notation when performing and composing, on their own or in a small group.
	Identify the character and style of a piece of music and why it was written. They understand the importance of silence (rests) and begin to identify the style of pieces of music by Beethoven, Mozart and Elgar. 

	Challenging:
Use several selected pitches at once to produce a harmony (chord).
	Challenging:
Explore and use sets of pitches (4 or 5 note scales etc.) and make their music louder or quieter to create effect.
	Challenging:
Identify how a change in timbre (loudness, speed, rhythm etc.) can change the way the music feels.















Upper Key Stage 2 Performance Descriptors

Year 5

Pupils at the expected level of attainment at the end of Year 5 will be able to:

	Performing
	Composing
	Appraising

	Sing with understanding and expression, breathing in the correct place, maintaining their part whilst others are singing theirs. They perform from simple notations and improvise using musical phrases and patterns.
	Compose music for specific criteria, changing and organising sounds to create effects. They use notations to play groups of notes (chords) and choose a suitable tempo for their work.
	Describe, compare and evaluate music using musical vocabulary, suggesting improvements to their own and others’ work. They contrast the work of famous composers and say what they prefer. 

	Challenging:
They produce harmony by playing simple chords, playing repeated sequences on a tuned instrument to accompany a song.
	Challenging:
Understand how to play a syncopated rhythm (off beat).
	Challenging:
Explain how the dynamics of a piece of music (volume) helps to change the effect at different points.



Year 6

Pupils at the expected level of attainment at the end of Year 6 will be able to:

	Performing
	Composing
	Appraising

	Sing a harmony confidently and accurately, performing parts from memory. They perform using musical notations, leading a performance, supporting with a rhythm or playing a solo part.
	Compose music for specific criteria, using different musical parts (melody, chords, rhythm). They use musical notation for their own work.
	Refine and improve their own work. They compare and contrast the impact different composers from different times will have had on people of the time. 

	Challenging:
Perform a piece of music which contains two (or more) distinct melodic or rhythmic parts.
	Challenging:
Show how a small change of tempo (speed) can make a piece of music more effective.
	Challenging:
Appraise the introductions, interludes and endings for music they have created.



