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Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for personal expression, and it can play an important part in the personal development of people. Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in. Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and demanding subject. It also plays an important part in helping children feel part of a community. We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music.
1. Aims
Inline with the school ethos and National Curriculum document, we will enable children to:
· Perform, listen to, review, and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians.

· Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument and learn to read music using standard notation.

· Understand and explore how music is created, produced, and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.
2. Teaching and Learning

All children are taught the knowledge, skills and understanding of Music as outlined in the programmes of study in the National Curriculum and Early Learning Goals (ELG).

Children are given opportunities to develop musical skills and knowledge by being actively engaged in making and responding to music through the following three main areas of learning: Performing, composing and appraising.

2.1 EYFS

We teach Music across EYFS as an integral part of the EYFS curriculum. We relate the musical aspects of children’s work to the objectives set out in the EYFS document.

2.2 Key Stage 1

Pupils are taught to:

· Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes.

· Play tuned and untuned instruments musically.

· Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high quality live and recorded music.

· Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure.
2.3 Key Stage 2

Pupils are taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.

Pupils are taught to:

· Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.
· Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure.
· Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.

· Use and understand staff and other musical notations.

· Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians.
· Develop an understanding of the history of music.
3. Curriculum
Children will be encouraged to work individually and as part of a group. Children will take part in singing activities both in class and in assembly. Children will also be encouraged to take part in productions and performances as the opportunities arise. Children will have the opportunity to listen to a wide range of music in assembly, in class and through visits from external professionals. ICT will be used in the music curriculum where appropriate.

Children in Key Stages 1 & 2 will sing in each assembly as well as take part in a dedicated singing assembly once a week.

3.1 Scheme of work

Our school uses the Active Music Digital scheme of work for music as the basis for its curriculum planning. This provides short, medium and long term plans that cover all aspects of the music curriculum. While there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each teaching unit, the planned progression built into the scheme of work means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school.  The scheme focusses on teaching musical skills and is progressive across the whole school. We also follow our listening & appraising plan, giving the children the opportunity to hear, discuss and evaluate many composers and styles of music whilst in school. The children will also be given other opportunities to listen, perform and appraise throughout the year by means of school productions, internal and external visits and through specialist teachers. 
3.2 Wider opportunities

Internal and external visits will be researched and considered throughout the school year to enhance the children’s appreciation and understanding of music in the wider community.

We employ Ed Taylor (Carlisle Cathedral) to teach singing across the school in a number of ways:

· Year 3 children will have whole class singing lessons once a week for a half-term, then perform for parents.

· Key Stage 2 children will have the chance to audition for a school choir and perform in the Carlisle & District Music Festival, up to 30 children.
· Up to 60 Key Stage 2 children will have the chance to learn songs and perform in an end of year concert in collaboration with other local schools.

We buy in services provided by Cumbria Schools Music Service:

· Year 4, 5 and 6 children will have access to a term’s specialist music teaching, focussing on instruments (glockenspiels) and musical notation
4. Assessment & Recording
Children’s progress is assessed by teacher observation and discussion with the children. The class teacher will deliver the music curriculum in their classroom or children will be taught as part of the wider opportunities programme. 

5. Special Needs provision
At our school we teach music to all children, whatever their ability. Music forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expectations. When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have SEN. We look at a range of factors, including classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, and differentiation, so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs.

6. Monitoring and Review

The music subject leader is responsible for keeping an overview of the standard of children’s work and for the quality of teaching. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues, being informed about current developments and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.
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